


Come Join Us for an Excellent 
Lake View and Dining Experience!

~ Annandale Fire Department PULL TABS & ETABS!

~ FULL Bar & Dining Menu
•USDA Choice Steaks •Seafood •Salads •Pastas •Prime Rib (Fri. & Sat.)

•Famous BBQ Ribs (Best in the Area!)

13195 Bayview Rd., South Haven
Located on the West shore of Clearwater Lake.

ATM Available

Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 4 p.m.-Close; Fri., Sat. & Sun. 11 a.m.-Close

320-274-9988 www.waterfrontlakesidegrille.com



LLoca ons: 
940 Elm St E, Annandale MN 55302
24142 Smiley Rd, Nisswa MN 56468

CContactt Informa on:: 
320-274-6336 or 877-365-4034
Backyardmn.com
info@backyardmn.com  
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Motor Vehicle
Annandale City Hall

30 Cedar St. E., Annandale
8-4:30 Monday-Friday

Your Local Source for:
• License Tabs
• Vehicle Title Transfers
• Expeditied Titles
• DNR Registration 

& Regulations
• Notary Public

274-3284
• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS •

We accept:

320-274-3986
ANNANDALE Hwy. 55 E. 

For All Your Vehicle Repairs!

www.andysprotire.com

DAMAGE-FREE 
TOWING AVAILABLE!
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When caring for your injuries and 

chronic conditions, orthopedic 

surgeon Dr. James Lorge will first 

seek to understand you as a person. 

This helps him determine how 

treatment and recovery will impact 

your ability to resume the activities 

in your life. He’s a big believer in 

following your post-op care too.

To schedule an appointment with 

Dr. Lorge in our Buffalo or Monticello 

clinic, call 763-684-3600.

Learn more at StellisHealth.com/orthopedics

Joint and muscle 
care with your 
lifestyle in mind

howardsplumbinginc.com
715 Norway Drive E, Annandale

Trustworthy service since 1961
320-274-8913

Count on HOWARD’S to help you select
and install the plumbing, heating and air
conditioning products you need so you 
can get on with enjoying life. Ask about 
Aeroseal Duct Sealing!

Buck Howard 063048-PM

Delivering quality you can feel

• Contact us for 
your fall furnace
inspection

• Lake home owners –
Contact us for
cabin care!

WARM

Get ready for A

  Minne-SNOW-ta Winter!

GGGeGGe

MMMM

GGGGGGGGG

   

763-299-4272 SCAN QR CODE OR GO TO OUR WEBSITE

WWW.DEZIELHVAC.COM

CCaallll ththee TToopp DDoog!g! * Upon credit approval. Some restrictions may apply.

WWAARMWe can keep you

for just $15 A WEEK!*

Install a new furnace for 
$15 a week AND save 

on your monthly 
utility bill!

OOOOOOWWWWWWNONONN WWWW-tWWWWWWW-tNNOOONOWWWWWW-t

MMW

f

VisitVisit with your 
Comfort Consultant 

for full details.

* U* Upon c direditt approv lal. SSom  rest itrictitions may ap lply.me res. Some restrictio

EK!*



CITY OF ANNANDALE
City Hall

Phone 320-274-3055, Fax 320-274-5728

Police (non-emergency) 320-274-3278
Deputy Registrar 320-274-3284
Public Works garage 320-274-8520
Website: www.annandale.mn.us
Email: city@annandale.mn.us
30 Cedar St. E., P.O. Box K, Annandale, MN 55302-0136
Mayor Shelly Jonas
Councilors  
 Tina Honsey, Corey Czycalla, JT Grundy, Matthew Wuollet
City Administrator Kelly Hinnenkamp
Building Offi  cial Metro West Inspection Services
City Attorney Susan Kadlec
City Engineer Jared Voge
Deputy Registrar Vicki Jarmon
Fire Chief Kris Townsend
Police Chief Pete Standafer
Public Works Director Joe Haller

WRIGHT COUNTY 
Government Center

Phone 763-682-3900, 800-362-3667

Website: www.co.wright.mn.us

10 Second Street NW Buff alo, MN 55313

Beginning in January 2023, Tina Diedrick, Annandale, will be 
Wright County’s District 1 commissioner. The district serves An-
nandale, South Haven, Corinna Township and other areas. Darek 
Vetsch, District 2, serves the Clearwater area, Silver Creek and 
Maple Lake. Mike Kaczmarek, District 5, serves the Cokato area, 
including French Lake Township. 

■ For information on Stearns County, call 320-656-3600 or fi nd 
it on the web at  www.co.stearns.mn.us. Jeff  Bertram, Paynesville, 
commissioner in District 3, will serve this area of Stearns County 
beginning January 2023, including Lynden, Fair Haven and other 
area townships.

TOWNSHIP INFORMATION
Albion ....................................Clerk Debbra Uecker, 320-963-4015

www.albiontwpmn.govoffi  ce2.com

Clearwater ......................................Clerk Jean Just, 320-558-4011
 www.clearwatertownship.org

Corinna........................................... Mary B. Brown, 320-274-8049
www.corinnatownship.com

Fair Haven ............................................. Leslie Rose 320-251-3425
French Lake ..................... Clerk Breanna Chapman, 320-583-0157
Lynden ...................................Clerk Jenny Schmidt, 320-774-8507

www.lyndentownship.net

Silver Creek ............................. Clerk Nancy Betzler, 763-878-0141
www.silvercreektwp.com

Southside .............................. Clerk Carmen Merrill, 320-274-8602
www.southsidetownship.com

CLEARWATER RIVER WATERSHED
The Clearwater River Watershed District maintains an offi  ce at 93 
Oak Ave. S. in Annandale. The mailing address is: 3235 Fernbrook 
Ln N, Minneapolis. Phone: 320-274-3935. Copies of all CRWD 
public documents are on fi le at the district’s offi  ce. The website is 
www.crwd.org.
A board of managers runs the district, which encompasses about 
159 square miles. The managers meet monthly in Annandale.

South Haven
Situated near the west-

ern edge 
of Wright 
County is 
South Haven, 
a city of just 
under 200 
people located 
fi ve miles 
northwest of 
Annandale on 
Highway 55. 
Th e communi-
ty features restaurants and 
other stores and is close to 
several resorts and public 
water areas.

A city park includes a 
baseball fi eld and play-
ground equipment for 
children, which could be 
upgraded this summer. Th e 
city also has a wastewater 
treatment plant and sewer 
system that serves about 90 
homes and businesses.

In 2013 the city completed 
construction of a new city 
hall-community building 
on Main Street. Th e new 
hall has brought an updated 
look to the community and 
is used for government and 
community activities. 

South Haven has an active 
fi re department, which 
formed a rescue squad in 
2007 that responds to car 
crashes and other emergen-
cies. Th e department hosts 
its annual smelt fry in early 
May.

One of the city’s biggest 
annual events is the South 
Haven Sportsmen’s Club fi sh 

fry, which has been held in 
early April every year since 
1938. Th e event typically at-
tracts well over 1,000 visitors 
at the fi re hall.

Th e city is undergoing a 
major reconstruction project 
with utility services, includ-
ing water and sewer and 
major street renovation. A 
new water tower is also in 
the works.

Bedrock Bar and Grill is 
a Main Street fi xture, and 
South Haven Tesoro car-
ries groceries, gas, bait and 
much more. Th e former 
Mom’s Cafe is now a popular 
Mexican restarant, the Aga-
ve Mexican Restaurant.
City leadership

Norm Bodeker is the may-
or and Melissa Stenson is 
the city’s clerk-treasurer. Th e 
city council meets monthly.

For more information, call 
the South Haven City Hall 
at 320-236-2424 or email 
sohavenc@lakedalelink.net. 

Th e city’s website is www.
cityofsouthhavenmn.com. 

Kimball 
Garage LLC

Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 7:30-5:00 
320-398-2200

Tim Ellis, Owner

• Auto Repair • Tires
• Alignments• Oil Changes 

• Interstate Batteries
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Annandale 
Schools

Annandale schools hold a well-earned 
reputation for serving as quality centers 
of learning occupied by outstanding 
students. Th e school district strives to 
provide quality education to about 2,000 
students. In addition to the traditional 
kindergarten through grade 12 popula-
tion, educational opportunities for indi-
viduals of all ages are provided through 
the district’s community education 
program. For more information, see the 
school district’s website at www.isd876.
org.
Annandale Elementary School

■ Location: 655 Park St. E. School 
hours: 8:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. Offi  ce hours: 
7:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. Telephone: 320-274-
8218. Principal: Jonathan Klippenes. 
Annandale Elementary School serves 
900-plus students from the pre-kin-
dergarten level to the fi fth-grade. Th e 
school, built in 2013, is located next to 
the high school.
Annandale Middle School

■ Location: 125 Cherry Ave. N. 
School hours: 8:05 a.m. to 3 p.m. Offi  ce 

hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Telephone: 
320-274-8226. Interim Principal: Gabew 
Hackett. About 35 teachers at Annan-
dale Middle School serve about 475 stu-
dents in grades 
six through 
eight. Th e middle 
school is located 
on an 11-acre site 
downtown.
Annandale 
High School

■ Location: 
855 Hemlock St. 
E. School hours: 
8:05 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Offi  ce hours: 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Telephone: 320-274-8208. Princi-
pal: Steve Scherber. About 40 teachers 
at Annandale High School, located on 
the northeastern edge of the city, serve 
more than 600 students in grades nine 
through 12. Th e high school building 
was constructed in 1991 and is designed 
to meet educational needs of students 
for many years to come. A 650-seat 
auditorium-performing arts center was 
completed in March of 2000. 
Annandale Community Education

Location: 655 Park St. E. Offi  ce hours: 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Telephone: 320-274-
3058; Director: Tiff any Grube.

Th e Community Education Center at 
Annandale Elementary School is home to 
the Community Education offi  ces, Kinder-

garten Connection Preschool, 
Adult Basic Education/GED, 
Early Childhood Family Educa-
tion (ECFE), Early Childhood 
Special Education (ECSE), Car-
dinal Playland and the Family 
Information/Resource Kiosk. 

Community Education off ers 
a wide variety of programs for 
youth and adults. Watch for 
quarterly brochures with class 
and activity listings. Also, 
register for events and 
classes online at

 www.annandalece.com.
Youth First

Youth First is a grassroots initiative to 
inspire the community to become asset 
builders for youth. Its origins are rooted in 
a group of community members who gath-
ered in 1995 with a goal of creating healthy 
youth in Annandale.

Th e non-profi t organization is involved 
in many activities and has an offi  ce located 
in the middle school. 

Call 320-274-0636 or e-mail coordina-
tors Pam Wurm or Mary Barkley Brown at 
pwurm@isd876.org or mbarkleybrown@
isd876.org. 
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Annandale*Maple Lake*Clearwater
agency@lakecentral bank

320.274.8216
lakecentral bank
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Explore
LOCAL EVENTS

Annandale may be known 
primarily for its lakes and 
summer life, but com-

munity events are not limited 
strictly to the warm weather 
months. In fact, the number of 
things to do around the area, 
particularly during the Hallow-
een and Christmas seasons, is 
scarcely less than one might 
hope for between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day.

After a fl urry of back-to-
school events in September, the 
area’s fall and winter schedule 
really hits its stride in October. 
Stroll Main Street or Minneso-
ta Pioneer Park for the annual 
Halloween events at those lo-
cations, or head over to Annan-
dale Elementary for its Monster 
Mash night.

November includes high 
school  musical concerts and 
the kickoff  to the Christmas sea-
son, with the tree lighting event 
at Clock Tower Park on Small 
Business Saturday.

December is one of Annan-
dale’s busiest times of the year. 
It is highlighted by numerous 
opportunities to meet Santa, 
an increasingly popular Main 

Street Holiday complete with a 
lighted parade, and the annual 
visit from the Canadian Pacifi c 
Holiday Train that attracts up to 
3,500 people when it stops at the 
Oak Avenue crossing. Th e train 
will make a return this year on 
Wednesday, Dec. 13. Bring a 
food shelf item and enjoy the 
fun!

January and February typical-
ly bring multiple ice fi shing 

contests and good conditions 
to try skiing, snowshoeing or 
any number of outdoor ac-
tivities at some of the area’s 
beautiful parks. Nearby Powder 
Ridge provides area residents a 
relatively unique opportunity to 
enjoy downhill skiing and more.

By March, a few of Annan-
dale’s high school sports teams 
are typically making deep play-
off  pushes, and opportunities to 
gather with neighbors continue. 

April brings Easter egg hunts 
in Annandale and South Haven, 
as stubborn winter begins to 
loosen its grip. Lakes thaw, 
snow recedes and the Heart of 
the Lakes throbs in anticipation 
of summer, of warmth, of new 
life.

Kimball 
Parts City

Huge Inventory - 
Low Prices - Quality Parts

35 Maus Dr., Kimball, MN
HOURS: M-F 7:30-6, Sat. 8:30-3 • 320-398-2850 

Hwy.15 & 55, Kimball

We have servicing parts for Automotive, Ag & Fleet

Father & Son, Serving the Annandale area Since 1994   PM 066712
45+ Yrs. Exp. • Dependable - Reasonable - Free Estimates - 24 Hr. Service

REICH’S 
Plumbing & Heating

Call Dustin: 320-493-8945         
www.reichsplumbingandheating.com

Let us check your cabin or summer 
home for broken/leaking pipes & fixtures.

Call us for an honest diagnosis of your heating system!

“Service is our Business. Big or small, we do it all!”

We’re here for all your plumbing, heating & AC needs.      
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November
THANKSGIVING
Thursday, Nov. 23: Give thanks with family and friends. 

ANML LIGHTNING TURKEY 

TROT
Thursday, Nov. 23:  The Annandale-Maple 
Lake Lightning Wrestling team is hosting the 
annual Turkey Trot. Registration begins at 
6:30 a.m. at the Annandale Middle School. 
The race starts at 8 a.m. Proceeds will go to 
the wrestling team.

THANKSGIVING BREAK
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 23-24: There is 
no school in the Annandale School District.

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Saturday, Nov. 25: Be sure to support small businesses and shop local. 
See the Advocate for the Holiday Shopping Guide and more on shopping 
local and small this holiday season.

TREE LIGHTING EVENT
Saturday, Nov. 25: Attend the Annandale Tree Lighting Event, 5 p.m., at 
Clock Tower Park after shopping locally!

December
FESTIVAL OF TREES
Friday, Dec. 1, through Saturday, Jan. 6: The Wright County Historical 
Society, in Buff alo, is displaying more than 80 Christmas trees along with 
a Santa writing station, animated characters and electric train display. 
Admission is free. They will be open Tuesday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. They are closed Sunday and 
Monday. For more details call 763-682-7323.

CHRIST CHILD LUNCHEON 
Friday, Dec. 1: St. Ignatius Catholic Church, Annandale will host its 
annual luncheon from 10:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. The luncheon will be catered 
by Any Thyme Catering. Proceeds will go to pro-life organizations.. The 
luncheon is sponsored by the St. Ignatius Council of Catholic Women.

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS
Saturday, Dec. 2: Minnesota Pioneer Park will host Village Christmas 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit and get photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
enjoy wagon rides, Christmas music, roasted marshmallows, old-fash-
ioned stew, bake sale items and more.

AHS CHOIR CONCERT
Monday, Dec. 4: The Annandale High School choirs will present a holiday 
concert at 7  p.m. in the Performing Arts Center. Come out and enjoy this 
free concert.

POTLUCK SUPPER
Tuesday, Dec. 5: Minnesota Pioneer Park will host a meal at 6 p.m. All 
members and friends of the park are welcome. Bring a dish to share.

YOU NEED

www.solutionsplumbingmech.com

info@
solutionsplumbingmech.com

CALL US NOW!
320-267-8591

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
� Plumbing 
� Water Conditioning 
� Infloor / Boiler Heating 
� Heating & Ventilation 
� Service 
� Maintenance Programs
� New Construction 
� Renovation

WHEN YOU’VE GOT PROBLEMS

For Pick-up or Delivery Call:
Office: 320-558-9299

Onsite: 320-292-6767

16061 Co. Rd. 45, South Haven, MN 55382

Got Rock?

We have Sand, Gravel, Fieldstone,
Washed Rock & Granite Products

CUSTOM TOWING, LLC

� Towing
� Hauling
� Recovery
� Lockouts
� Jumpstarts We do lawn care too! Mowing, fertilizing, clean-up

You can even call us for Winter Snowplowing!

24 Hour612-280-2019 24 Hour019

We Buy 
Junk Cars!
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December Continued

AMS BAND CONCERT
Thursday, Dec. 7: The Annandale Middle School’s Band Concert begins 
at 6 p.m. for sixth grade, and 7 p.m. for seventh and eighth grade, at the 
high school’s Performing Arts Center. All are invited to this free concert.

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY
Thursday, Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day observes the attack 
on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii during World War II.

MAIN STREET HOLIDAY
Saturday, Dec. 9: Main Street Holiday 
has fun activities for the whole family. 
Visit downtown Annandale, from 1 to 
6 p.m. There will be a Main Street Mile 
run before the event at 1 p.m. pictures 
with Santa, activities for the kids, hot 
chocolate, the Holiday Lights Parade 
and much more. See the story in this 
guide for more information, and watch 
the Advocate for details.

VISIT WITH SANTA
Sunday, Dec. 10: Visit with Santa at the South Haven City Hall from 1 to 
3 p.m. Santa is bring some friends as well. There will be treats, the fi shing 
tank and much more. All families are invited. This event is sponsored by 
the South Haven Sportsmen’s Club.

� ���� � � 	 
�

�������� � ���� ��� � ���� � � ������������� ��� ����� � ������ � � ��� � ������� � ����

Seriously Local

Main Street Holiday

Main Street Holiday is a welcome tradition in Annan-
dale’s downtown. Residents and visitors can count 
on a festive afternoon and early evening to get in the 

holiday spirit. Th e event is planned for Saturday, Dec. 9. 
Planned events include the Main Street Mile, a one mile 

run before the event starting at 1 p.m. Also scheduled is an 
elf scavenger hunt, pictures with Santa, holiday lights parade 
and more. Th is year, there will be carriage rides from a 
horse-drawn carriage. 

Santa himself is planning on attending, and visiting with 
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HOLIDAY TRAIN
Wednesday, Dec. 13: The Canadian 
Pacifi c Railway’s Holiday Train will stop 
in Annandale at approximately 7:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, near Oak Avenue 
and the railroad crossing. There will be 
entertainment, and bring a food shelf item 
or a donation. See the story in this guide.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Sunday, Dec. 17: The Annandale Lions 
Club will host a breakfast with Santa from 
8:30 a.m. to noon at Annandale High 
School (note the new location). Kids eat 
free with an adult. There will be photos 
with Santa, gifts and cookies for all kids, 
and a delicious breakfast. 

TUNES AND TREATS
Monday, Dec. 18: The Annandale High 
School and Middle School jazz bands will 
present a “Tunes and Treats” concert in 
the high school commons area at 7:30 
p.m. Come and enjoy this festive holiday 
event. There is no admission charge.

WINTER BEGINS
Thursday, Dec. 21: It is the fi rst day of winter.

CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY
Sunday and Monday, Dec. 24-25: Celebrate Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day with family and friends. 

M O R T G A G E S  &  H E L O C S
B U S I N E S S  L O A N S  &  L I N E S
A G  S E R V I C E S
C H E C K I N G  &  S A V I N G S
D I G I T A L  B A N K I N G  S E R V I C E S
A N D  M O R E . . . !

D A L E V O G L
V i c e P r e s i d e n t
d a l e . v o g l @ s t a r b a n k
3 2 0 . 5 5 8 . 8 0 4 2
N M L S # 6 8 1 7 4 5

D E N I S E M A N K E
A s s i s t a n t V i c e P r e s i d e n t
d e n i s e . m a n k e @ s t a r b a n k
3 2 0 . 5 5 8 . 8 0 4 3
N M L S # 4 5 4 1 1 1

MEMBER FDIC   |  EQUAL HOUSING LENDER   |  STAR BANK NMLS # 415777

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS!

. .

kids in local stores. Of course, Annandale’s stores will be 
open for all your holiday shopping, and Annandale’s restau-
rants will be open as well. 

Th e Holiday Lights Parade is one of the highlights, as more 
than 20 units of festivally-lit fl oats light up Main Street. Th e 
parade starts at the middle school, takes Chestnut Street to 
Main Street, then turns at Birch Street to circle back to the 
school. It is scheduled to start at 5:30 p.m.

Th ere will be plenty of food options at Main Street and 
local restaurants.

Th e event is sponsored by the Downtown Committee, a 
cooperative eff ort between the Annandale chamber and the 
city.
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December Continued

WINTER BREAK
Monday Dec. 25 to Monday, Jan. 1: There is no school in the Annandale 
School District. Classes resume Tuesday, Jan. 2.

NEW YEAR’S AT 9
Sunday, Dec. 31: Bring in the New Year 
with this family-oriented event. Gather 
around at 8:45 p.m. to watch the ball drop 
at 9 p.m. at Clock Tower Park in downtown 
Annandale. A photo op will be available 
with Father Time and Baby New Year. See 
the story in this guide.

January
NEW YEAR’S DAY
Monday, Jan. 1: Time to start on those New Year’s resolutions.

WINTER BREAK ENDS
Tuesday, Jan. 2: School resumes in the Annandale School District. 

DOG SLEDDING 
Friday and Saturday, Jan. 5, 6: The annual dog sledding program at Rob-
ert Ney Memorial Park will host a presentation on how Siberian Huskies 
are trained, followed by a 1.5 mile mush through the park. Times are 4 
and 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 5 and 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m., and 2 p.m. Jan 6. Space 
is limited.  Go to www.co.wright.mn.us or call 763-682-7693 for more 
information.

POTLUCK SUPPER
Tuesday, Jan. 9: Minnesota Pioneer Park will host a potluck meal at 6 
p.m. Bring a dish to share.

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING
Thursday, Jan. 11: A youth program for ages 6 to 13, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
and 1 to 3 p.m. Robert Ney Nature Center. There is a fee. Go to www.
co.wright.mn.us or call 763-682-7693 for more information.

T & R Meat Processing, LLC
Custom Processing & Sausage Making

105 Pine St. 
Clearwater, MN 55320

•Retail Sales
• Steaks  • Pork Chops

& More
• Venison Sausage 

320-558-6390

werace@lakedalelink.net

320.980.1166Cell:
320.274.5884Office:

Fax:  320.274 .5883

16628 45th St. N.W. Annandale MN.

Rory Norgren

NORGREN
BUILDERS INC.



Heart of the Lakes Winter Guide ❆ 13

Laketown Dental

Meghan Rambow, DDSEric Rambow, DDS

Family • Implant • Cosmetic • Orthodontics

Dr. Eric & Dr. Meghan Rambow proudly
serving Annandale and the surrounding area!

300 Park St E  
Annandale, MN 55302 

320-274-8555

New patients always welcome! 
Check out our website for more information!

Hours: Mon.-Thur. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Friday by appointment

www.laketowndental.com
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January Continued

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
Monday, Jan. 15: Today we celebrate the life and achievements of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Some businesses and organizations are closed. There are 
classes in the Annandale School District.

SNOWFLAKES
Wednesday Jan. 17: A program for youth ages 1 to 5, at Robert Ney 
Nature Center, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Explore the fascinating world of 
snowfl akes. Go to www.co.wright.mn.us or call 763-682-7693 for more 
information.

TEACHER WORKSHOP DAY 
Friday, Jan. 19: There is no school in the Annandale School District.

LANTERN CROSS-COUNTRY SKI
Saturday, Jan. 20: A 1.5 mile ski loop around the pond at Robert Ney 
Memorial Park will be illuminated by lanterns. There is no need for reser-
vations, it is a come and go event from 6 to 9 p.m. It is free with your own 
skis, a fee if you rent skis. Go to www.co.wright.mn.us or call 763-682-
7693 for more information.

WINTER WONDER KIDS 
Tuesday, Jan. 23-Tuesday, Feb. 13: An after school program to embark 
on thrilling adventures in the great outdoors. For children ages 6-12. 
There is a fee. Go to www.co.wright.mn.us or call 763-682-7693 for more 
information.

Des ign   |   Bu i ld   |   Renova te

Check out our quality craftsmanship online!
Follow all our latest projects on Facebook!

Contact us today at
al.evavold@capcustomhomes.com

Owner/Licensed General Contractor (BC#637194)

Alex Evavold 320-267-8591

We work hard to make your dreams a reality!

www.capcustomhomes.com

By Brenda Erdahl
Staff Writer

The Wright County Board gave a letterof support and use of their lobbyist to theWright Technical Center to help in theirpursuit of $9.5 million in State funds at itsmost recent meeting.  
The Wright Technical Center in Buffalois seeking $9.5 million as appropriatedfrom the bond proceeds fund to the Com-missioner of Education for a grant to pre-serve or replace mechanical, electrical andsecurity systems, utility infrastructure and

site renovations to support ongoing opera-tions. 
On Tuesday, March 7, Jolene Foss, ex-ecutive director of the Wright County Eco-nomic Development Partnership (EDP)asked commissioners for their signatures ona letter of support to the chairs and leadsof the Capital Improvement Committeesand use of their contract with Flaherty andHood for lobbyist services in their pursuitof House File 2069 and Senate File 1856.  Commissioners readily agreed to sign-ing a letter of support, but some discussionensued over use of the county lobbyist. Be-

cause the EDP is a non-profit, it cannotafford its own lobbyist, Foss said. Com-missioner Michael Kaczmarek fearedgranting approval would set a precedent.“Nonprofit or not, since it’s not one ofour legislative priorities as a county, Iwouldn’t support farming out our paidservice to this kind of initiative with a po-tential precedent of where we would wedraw the line with any nonprofits,” hesaid.  

By Tom Westman
Staff Writer

The Annandale City Coun-cil met Monday, March 13, forits regular monthly meeting atthe Annandale City Hall. Pres-ent was Mayor Shelly Jonas andCouncilors JT Grundy, TinaHonsey and Matt Wuollet.Councilor Corey Czycalla waspresent via Zoom. City staffpresent included City Admin-istrator Kelly Hinnenkamp,Community Development Di-rector Jacob Thunander, PoliceChief Peter Standafer and  FireChief Kris Townsend. Alsopresent were Shannon Sweeney,David Drown Associates, Inc.and Jarod Voge, City Engineer,Bolton and Menk.
THC sales

The council approved Ordi-nance No. 402, permitting re-tailers to sell consumablesinfused with tetrahydro-

cannabinol (THC) in Annan-dale’s C-2 Districts (CentralBusiness Fringe CommercialDistricts). These were viewed asthe most appropriate locationsin the city for this type of use. It excludes any mixed-use ordowntown areas. The usewould be permitted as a stand-

alone enterprise or a portion ofa legally permitted use withinan establishment. 
The planning commissionheld a public hearing on thesubject Tuesday, March 7. Nopublic comments were pro-vided. 

The planning commission

recommended limiting retailsales of THC and similar prod-ucts to only the C-2 District. Itwas noted that current tobaccolicense holders are only in theC-2 District, so the commis-sion felt their recommendationwas appropriate.  There wereconcerns about allowing salesin the C-3 District due to theproximity of youth-oriented fa-cilities. The commission voted4-1 in favor of Ordinance 402. Local decision making
City Administrator KellyHinnenkamp addressed thecouncil with concerns thatmultiple bills have been intro-duced in the Minnesota Legis-lature that would restrict localdecision-making related tohousing.

The council approved thefollowing resolution:

By Steve Prinsen
Managing Editor

Exactly one year after it wasdestroyed by fire, Little Jim’sSports Fish’n and Hunt’n Store,was set to re-open Wednesday,March 15.
“It took longer than it shouldhave, but we’re back,” said KurtSegner of the popular outdoorstore that has been in the Segnerfamily since 1978.

Not only is the store back atits location on Highway 55 onthe east edge of the city limits,patrons will find the new store,at 8,000 square feet, is signifi-cantly larger than the olderstore.
“It’s double the size,” Segnersaid, which will allow Little Jim’sto keep all seasonal inventorieson display all year round. Be-fore, the store had to rotate in-ventory with the seasons becauseof lack of space.

The new store will also seesome lines expanded and somenew lines, including Pitt BossGrills and Griddles. More tackle

lines have been added as well assome other categories.
Little Jim’s will add jerky andother meat snacks from PettyBros. Meats.
Anglers and other outdoorenthusiasts can look forward toa full line of fishing and hunting

gear and accessories, includinglive bait and just about every-thing that’s needed to fish thearea lakes.
March 15

“We chose March 15 to re-open,” Segner noted. He and histeam had hoped to re-open in

the fall or even this past winter.When that didn’t transpire, theanniversary date was chosen.
“You have to move forward,”Segner said on Friday, March10, while making preparationsfor the store’s opening.

An electrical fire after the

close of business in the earlymorning hours of Tuesday,March 15, 2022 was the causeof the fire, which severly dam-aged the building. 
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First place 
for Cardinals

The Annandale
Speech team traveled to
Milaca Saturday,
March 11, and came
home with first place.
See the story on page 9.
They took
the plunge

Five members of
the Annandale Lions
Club took part in a
chilly dip on Satur-
day, March 11. See
page 12 for photos of
their outing.

UP NEXT
■ Spring Break in

the Annandale School
District runs from
Monday, March 20 to
Friday, March 24.
There is a teacher
workshop day on
Monday, March 27. 
■ ‘Cultivating Soil

Health’ will be held 
at 9 a.m. Tuesday,
March 21, at the V by
HH in Maple Lake.
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The Cardinals girls basket-ball team played well butstill game up against abuzz saw last week. Readabout them and the boysteam on page 6.
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Kurt Segner was busy Friday, March 10, getting the new store ready for opening.

One year later,
popular shop
is back in 
a bigger way

THC sales, roundabout, other business

Supporting tech center funding

Back in the hunt
Little Jim’s rebuilds, re-opens 

THC sales will be limited to the C-2 District, which runs alongHighway 55 and is shown in pink-magenta.

Lake Central Insurance Services
320-274-8216

www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

40 CHESTNUT ST W • ANNANDALE

ANNANDALE • MAPLE LAKE • CLEARWATER

By Tom Westman
Staff Writer

The Annandale School Dis-trict will hold two communitywork sessions Thursday, March16, and Wednesday, April 8, 6-7:30 p.m. at the Annandale Ele-mentary School Bendix MediaCenter. The work sessions willfocus on facilities and program-ming.
Input needed

“At Annandale Public Schools,we understand the physical envi-ronment provided to our studentscan make or break learning, cre-ativity and innovation,” said Su-perintendent Tim Prom. 
“The Annandale communitytakes pride in providing a widearray of educational opportunitiesfor the next generation. 

“That is why we need yourinput.”
The 90-minute sessions willconsist of a school board discus-sion, public comment and ques-tions surrounding the district’sfacilities and programming.

The board has been consider-ing a potential facilities referen-dum. In May and again inNovember of 2021 the commu-nity turned down two referen-dums that among other itemsasked for the closing and replace-ment of the middle school, whichdates to 1954, and has faced sig-nificant heating and other inte-rior system challenges.
In both main questions theboard asked voters for approval tobuild a new high school with ren-ovations being made to the exist-ing high school, which wouldthen be turned into the middleschool. The new facility would benear the existing elementary andhigh schools.

Input
wanted 
on schools

For the Community,
In the Community

AdvocateANNANDALE

320-274-3052 • 73 Oak Ave., PO Box D, Annandale, MN 55302
www.annandaleadvocate.com • ads@annandaleadvocate.com

The Annandale Advocate has

been telling the stories of our area

for more than 125 years. 

Community news, school news

and much more are covered

every week in the pages of the

Advocate and online. 

Subscribe today for just 

$39 per year or $35 for our 

e-edition  Call or stop by our

office, Or go online to

www.annandaleadvocate.com

and subscribe any time.

Holiday Train to stop 
again in Annandale

By Brenda Erdahl
Annandale Advocate

The Canadian Pacifi c Holiday Train returns to Central 
Minnesota this year with a stop  in  Annandale on 
Wednesday, Dec. 13.

Th e 1,000-foot train with hundreds of thousands of LED 
lights is scheduled to arrive at 5:45 p.m. at the 5th Street NE 
railway crossing in Buff alo before arriving in Annandale.
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MOONLIT SNOWSHOE ADVENTURE 
Thursday, Jan. 25: A night time adventure under a full moon will take 
place at 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Ney Park. Venture off  the beaten path. Even if 
the skies are cloudy the hike will happen. There is a fee, which includes 
snowshoe rental and activity. Go to www.co.wright.mn.us or call 763-
682-7693 for more information.

February 
GROUNDHOG DAY
Friday, Feb. 2: Groundhog Day. Will the groundhog see its shadow?

MAPLE LAKE ICE FISHING DERBY
Saturday, Feb. 3: Maple Lake’s 49th annual Ice Fishing Derby on Maple 
Lake. Many activities including arctic plunge, ice auger contest, vintage 
sled show, prizes, after party on the lake with music and more, it’s billed 
as Minnesota’s largest.  Visit maplelakefi shingderby.com for more infor-
mation and watch the Annandale Advocate and Maple Lake Messenger 
for the special section prior to the derby.

AHS SNOW WEEK
Monday through Friday, Feb. 5-9: Annandale High School will be cele-
brating Snow Week. The week concludes with a dance on Saturday night.

AHS BAND CONCERT
Monday, Feb. 5: The Annandale High School choirs will present a con-
cert at 7 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center.

POTLUCK SUPPER
Tuesday, Feb. 6: Minnesota Pioneer Park will host a meal at 6 p.m. All 
members and friends of the park are welcome. Bring a dish to share.

KITES ON ICE
Saturday, Feb. 10: The Buff alo Chamber 
of Commerce presents the fi fth annual 
Kites on Ice Festival from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Huge show kites, free kites for kids, 
dog sled rides and more. See the ad in 
this issue and visit www.buff alochamber.
org/event/kites-ice-festival for more 
information.

SWEETHEART SNOWSHOE 

HIKE 
Saturday, Feb. 10: This is a guided hike at 
the Bertram Chain of Lakes Park for cou-
ples celebrating Valentine’s Day, followed 
by a catered meal and other goodies, 6 to 8:30.p.m. There is a fee, and 
space is limited. Go to www.co.wright.mn.us or call 763-682-7693 for 
more information.

FAMILY SNOWSHOE HIKE 
Sunday, Feb. 11: Discover winter’s wonders on this hike at Robert Ney 
Memorial Park, 2 to 3:30 p.m. There is a fee. Go to www.co.wright.mn.us 
or call 763-682-7693 for more information.

At 7:15 p.m. it will arrive at  in Annandale near the Har-
ris Street West railway crossing. Sometime between 6:30 and 
7:15 p.m. it will pass through Maple Lake. For those wanting 
to catch a glimpse of the bedazzling locomotive, First Street 
on the south end of the Maple Lake Community Park is a 
good place to do it.

Th is is the CP Holiday Train’s 25th year of touring. 
Th roughout the holiday season it makes stops at large and 
small communities across the United States and Canada 
supporting the local food shelves by raising money, food, and 
awareness for food insecurity. 

While it’s a sight all on its own as it trundles across the 
country with its 14 brightly lit rail cars, each decorated with 
illuminated holiday designs, it’s the show that will really fi ll 
your cup with holiday spirit. At 6 p.m. in Buff alo and 7:30 
p.m. in Annandale, the train will open its side doors to a 
musical stage fi t for a star – or two stars in this case.

Dallas Smith, a three-time Canadian Country Music 
Awards winner for Entertainer of the Year, is teaming up 
with MacKenzie Porter, a 15-time CCMA nominee, to deliver 
a toe-tapping holiday concert that is sure the warm the heart 
even if it’s a cold night outdoors. But the real heart of the 
Holiday Train isn’t the lights or the music. Its true purpose is 
to fi ght hunger.

For instance, between the CP Holiday Train’s fi rst stop in 
Annandale in 2004 and its last before the pandemic in 2019, 
it helped raise a total of $272,560 and 24,557 pounds of food 
for the Annandale Food Shelf. Th at fi nal year before the pan-
demic attracted an estimated 2,000 people to Annandale and 
generated $36,000 in donations and 536 pounds of food. 

In 2020, the Annandale food shelf still managed to raise 
$21,900 despite COVID and no CP train. In 2021, CP host-
ed a virtual tour, and the local food shelf was able to raise 
$31,000. Th at amount included a check of $4,500 from Cana-
dian Pacifi c. 

Last year was the fi rst year the Holiday Train was back, live 
and in person since 2020.
Donations

Th e donations go a long way in helping the Annandale 
Food Shelf provide groceries to families in need in its three 
communities - Annandale, Maple Lake, and South Haven. 
Donations over the years have also helped the local food 
shelf buy a used van and build a new building. 

Since the Holiday Train program launched in 1999, it has 
raised more than $21 million and collected 5 million pounds 
of food for community food banks across North America.

Holiday Train shows are free to attend, Canadian Pacifi c 
only asks attendees bring a cash or non-perishable food 
donation if they are able.

At 7:15 p m it will arrive at in Annandale near the Har
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February Continued

AMS BAND CONCERT
Monday, Feb. 12: The Annandale Middle School Band Concert starts 
at 6 p.m. for sixth grade and 7 p.m. for seventh and eighth grade, in the 
high school Performing Arts Center. The public is invited and there is no 
charge.

MARDI GRAS
Tuesday, Feb. 13: Fat Tuesday, a carnival held most famously in New 
Orleans.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Wednesday, Feb. 14: The fi rst day of Lent.

VALENTINE’S DAY
Wednesday, Feb. 14: An opportunity to show how you feel about those 
you love.

ANNANDALE LIONS YOUTH FISHING CONTEST
Saturday, Feb. 17 (tentative): The annual Annandale Lions Youth Fishing 
Contest will be at the Pleasant Lake South City Public Access in the 
morning and early afternoon.  Free to participate for kids 16 years old 
and under. All children must be accompanied by an adult. Weather and 
ice permitting. Watch the Advocate for more information.

WINTER FEST
Saturday, Feb. 17: Enjoy some frosty fun at Otsego Prairie Park, 10 to 2 
p.m. There is no charge for this event. Snowshoe through the landscape, 
build a snowman or enjoy some dog sledding. Warm up with cocoa or 
cider. Go to www.co.wright.mn.us or call 763-682-7693 for more infor-
mation.

PRESIDENTS DAY
Monday, Feb. 19: There is no school in the Annandale School District. 
There are also no classes on Friday, Feb. 16.

CLEARWATER LEGION FISH FRY AND AUCTION
Sunday, Feb. 25: The 66th annual Clearwater Legion Fish Fry and Auc-
tion will run from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Watch the Advocate for more details. 

March
AHS CHOIR CONCERT
Monday, March 4: Annandale High School choir concert will be held at 7 
p.m. at the high school Performing Arts Center. The concert is free and 
open to the public. 

POTLUCK SUPPER
Tuesday, March 5: Minnesota Pioneer Park will host a meal at 6 p.m. All 
members and friends of the park are welcome. Bring a dish to share.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS
Sunday, March 10: Starts at 2 a.m. this morning. Move your clocks ahead 
one hour Saturday evening.

Take in 2024 a 
few hours early
Annandale will once again take in the new year a few 

hours early thisyear. Th e  unique winter tradition in 
focuses on the “New Year’s at 9” Times Square style, 

lighted-crystal ball drop from the top of the Clock Tower at 
the Clock Tower Park, not at midnight but at 9 p.m.

Th is year’s event will be on Sunday, Dec. 31.
Since it started in 2014, the New Year’s Eve ball drop event 

has been a popular attraction.  
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY FESTIVAL
Saturday, March 16: The annual Maple Lake St. Patrick’s Day Festival 
includes a craft sale from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Maple Lake gymnasi-
um. Registration for the Irish Scamper 5K at 9 a.m. and the Grande Day 
Parade beginning at 1:30 p.m., plus much more. Watch the Advocate for 
more details.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Sunday, March 17: A day to celebrate Irish heritage. 

AMS CHOIR CONCERT
Monday, March 18: The Annandale Middle School Choir Concert starts 
at 6 p.m. for sixth grade and 7 p.m. for seventh and eighth grade, in the 
high school Performing Arts Center. The public is invited and there is no 
charge. 

FIRST DAY OF SPRING
Tuesday, March 19: Winter’s hold is nearly broken.

GOOD FRIDAY
Friday, March 29: Annandale schools are closed and some businesses 
observe the holiday. Many churches hold services.

SPRING BREAK
Monday through Friday, March 25-29: Spring break for the Annandale 
schools. Classes resume Tuesday, April 2.

EASTER EGG HUNTS
Saturday, March 30: South Haven’s Easter 
Egg Hunt starts at 9 a.m. at the city park. 
Annandale’s hunt starts at 10 a.m. at the 
Annandale Municipal Park. See the Advo-
cate for more details.

EASTER
Sunday, March 31: Celebrate  the resurrec-
tion of Christ with family and friends. 

April
ANNANDALE BUSINESS EXPO
Saturday, April 6: The Annandale Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
business expo will be held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Annandale High 
School. Check the Advocate for updates.

AMS and AHS JAZZ CONCERT
Monday, April 8: Annandale Middle School and Annandale High School 
jazz concert, 7 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center. All are welcome.

POTLUCK SUPPER
Tuesday, April 2: Minnesota Pioneer Park will host a meal at 6 p.m. All 
members and friends of the park are welcome. Bring a dish to share.

TAX DAY
Monday, April 15: Income taxes are due today.

EARTH DAY
Monday, April 22: This year marks the 54th anniversary.

It became even more popular since the time was changed 
to provide an opportunity for families to attend, thus al-
lowing families with children to enjoy the tradition without 
having to stay up until midnight.

 “Watching the excitement of the children who attend 
brings a special kind of community focus to the event,” Vicki 
Morgan said, who coordinated the ball drop for many years 
and still helps out.

Father Time and Baby New Year will appear again this 
year, off ering fun photo opportunities to celebrate with 
noisemakers, hats, and other celebratory eff ects. 

Th e tower will be specially lit, and music from Flamingo 
Event Services will add to the festivities, which occur from 
about 8:45 to 9:15 p.m.

Th e entire community is invited to the ball drop, which is 
sponsored by the Annandale Chamber of Commerce.  

©2021 Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co., LLC.

WELCOME COMFORT INTO
EVERY ROOM

Maple Lake MN
320-963-3612
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Explore
MAIN STREET

Annandale’s Main Street got a welcome facelift  in 2020-21 as 
the street was completely rebuilt. Th e wooden canopies which  
adorned the downtown businesses for more almost 40 years 

were removed, and widened sidewalks and awning-style canopies were 
added, including plantings and other amenities.

Th e result is a welcoming, pedestrian-friendly city that displays 
Annandale’s unique downtown. Today, there are many shops and 
restaurants, as well as other retail and professional business that 
make up the downtown.

Here is a sampling of the shops, which reveal a wide variety of 
unique gift shops, art and craft galleries, jewelry, fi ne dining, coff ee 
stops and more.
Little Treasures Gift Shop

You may want to begin your treasure hunting at Little Treasures 
Gift Shop, located in the former Judy’s Cottage building. Th e store 
carries a wide variety of fun and unique toys, games, books, puz-
zles, baby items and gifts in all price ranges. Little Treasures also 
specializes in lake area gifts and souvenirs. 

Th e store stocks a wide variety of glassware, cutting boards, pic-
ture frames, and wooden maps etched with one of the Annandale 
area’s many lakes. Custom etching is also available. 
Shore House Outfi tters

Just up the street a few doors is one of Annandale’s newest shops, 
Shore House Outfi tters, which opened in May or 2022. Big chang-
es for the store are coming in 2024 as owners Christy and Topher 
McKinlay embark on a new Main Street project, in which they will  
make an even larger footprint. Meanwhile, the Shore House build-
ing will get a new tenant that is sure to bring more products and 
excitement to downtown.

131 Cedar St. W. • Annandale, MN 55302 • 320-261-5267

Wed.-Sat.: 10am-5pm • Sun.-Tues.: Closed

Timeless Treasures & Local Artisan Creations

www.facebook.com/VintagePatinaAnnandale
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Annandale Advocate
Across the street is the Advocate, 

Annandale’s oldestt continuous busi-
ness. Th ere you can pick up books that 
give you a glimpse of the past, includ-
ing  “Memories of Annandale” by Lotus 
Williams. 

For current information, pick up the 
Annandale Advocate, the community’s 
award-winning newspaper.
Lu’s Cafe and Catering

Two doors down from the Advocate 
offi  ce is a comfortable place for break-
fast and lunch. Lu’s Cafe and Catering, 
with its large dining area and tasty food, 
is a fi ne place to relax and socialize. 
Breakfast food is served at all times, and 
customers are encouraged to stay awhile 
and enjoy the fi ne food and wonderful 
staff . Lu’s has been a Main Street fi xture 
since its opening in 2007. 
Grandpa Earl’s Country Store

At the end of the block is Grandpa 
Earl’s Country Store. It is much larger 
than some of the other shops on Main 
and is divided into themed rooms that 
are as art worthy as the paintings they 
sell and frame. 

A walk down “the garden path” con-
sisting of a cobblestone trail painted on 
the fl oor, will lead you past murals and 
artfully arranged displays that makes 

it feel like strolling through a garden. 
It’s a great way to get ideas for your own 
space.

Like many stores on Main Street, 
Grandpa Earl’s has done a good deal of 
renovating its building, and it blends 
nicely into the downtown.
Zahler Photography

In the summer of 2018 Dan Zahler 
and Zahler Photography moved from 
the corner of Oak and Chestnut to just 
around the corner on Chestnut. 

Th e former Annandale State Bank 
building (Lake Central) is now David 
Burd’s State Farm Agency, which was 
formerly located about a block north on 
Oak.

Zahler Photography specializes in 
high school senior portraits, but also 
covers a wide array of school activities, 
children and families, sports and wed-
dings. 
Annandale Art and Textile Center

Owners Joe and Elizabeth Bayer 
bought the former “All Th ings Good” 
building (across from Kaz Hardware) 
and started this art haven. Th ey are a 
non-profi t that provides training and 
employment to individuals with a vari-
ety of abilities.

Th e store off ers artwork, unique 
gifts, creative classes (including how to 

weave) and more. It’s a “must stop” if 
traveling down main street. In the sum-
mer of 2023, the expanded into a former 
dental offi  ce.
Kaz Hardware

Kitty corner from State Farm is Kaz 
Hardware, Annandale’s longtime hard-
ware store. Ed and Donna Kaz came to 
town in 1958. It has been a fi xture in 
town ever since.

Th eir son, Joe, owns the store and has 
all your hardware and rental needs in 
addition to small and major appliances, 
gift items, garden tools and supplies, 
other seasonal items and much more. 

Whether you’re in need of items for 
a fi x-it-quick day at the lake or a larg-
er-scale project, Kaz Hardware has the 
right equipment and the expertise to 
share some friendly advice. 
Annandale Embroidery

Annandale Embroidery and Apparel 
has been a fi xture of downtown since 
2006. Th ey are a custom apparel shop 
specializing in embroidery and heat 
printing services to outfi t businesses, 
organizations and teams of all sizes. All 
work and services are done in house.

In 2022, laser engraving was added to 

Shops
Turn to page 22
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fi eld, beach, fi shing pier, public access

2. Minnesota Pioneer Park

3. 1872 Saint Mark’s Episcopal Chapel in the 
Woods

4. Marcus ZumBrunnen County Park – hiking 
trail

5. Limestone Lake County Access picnic area, 
fi shing pier, public access

6. Stirewalt Memorial County Park   – beach

7. Harry Larson County Forest   – picnic area, 
hiking trail, ski trail

8. Schroeder County Park   – picnic area, camp-
ground, beach, fi shing pier, public access

9. Lake Maria State Park   – picnic area, 
campground, hiking trails, ski trails

10. Ney Memorial County Park   – Nature center, 
hiking trails, ski trails

11. Maple Lake County Access   – picnic area, 
fi shing pier, public access

12. Clearwater Pleasant County Park   – picnic 
area, beach, fi shing pier, public access

13. Carl Johnson County Forest   – picnic area, 
hiking trail, ski trail

14. Stanley Eddy County Park   – picnic area,
hiking trails, ski trails

15. Lake Louisa County Park   – nature

16.  Fair Haven Dam County Wayside   – picnic 
area, fi shing pier, historical marker
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their service off erings.  
Th eir large retail area is fi lled with 

Cardinal spirit wear, Annandale and 
lake-centric clothing and hats, and 
many non-apparel items as well. 
Sweet Escape

Continuing north, Sweet Escape is the 
fun sweet shop with the easily identi-
fi able aqua-striped awning. Th ey have 
been in business since June of 2020.  

Th e shop is owned by Annandale resi-
dents John and Terri Dyer.  

Items available in the shop include 
super premium ice cream, Minneso-
ta-made chocolates, ultimate sundaes, 
cakes with real ice cream, nostalgic 
candy, bath products, and unique gifts 
for everyone.  

With friendly customer service, and 
an amazing atmosphere,  Sweet Escape, 
is a must stop for those with a sweet 
tooth or those who know someone with 
one – in other words, everyone!
Tin Roof Candle Company

Tin Roof Candle Company is Annan-
dale’s newest addition to Main Street. 
Opened in the summer of 2023, Jenifer 

Munson makes her own candles from 
natural and synthetic ingredients. Th ey 
are made to strict safety standards. Tin 
Roof holds workshops on candle making 
and sells other products as well.
Grey Duck Screen 
Printing and Apparel

Grey Duck Screen Printing and Ap-
parel is just up the street. It’s owned by 
Kindra and Jerry Liebhard. 

Grey Duck specializes in screenprint-

ing for businesses and organizations. 
If you need something screenprinted 
for your business or organization, Grey 
Duck will take care of you.

Th ey also have retail items on sale, 
including Cardinal gear and fun lake 
apparel.
Miller’s Jewelry

Keep north, across the street across 
from the post offi  ce, and you will fi nd 
Miller’s Jewelry in a classic, attractive 

▲

Shops 
From page 19

Malco Products, SBC • 14080 State Hwy 55 NW • Annandale, Minnesota 55302-0400 • www.malcotools.com

Proud to be part of the
Annandale Community

for over 50 years!
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Malco Products, SBC • 14080 State Hwy 55 NW • Annandale, Minnesota 55302-0400 • www.malcotools.com

4TH OF JUL

Malco Products, SBC • 14080 State Hwy 55 NW • Annandale, Minnesota 55302-0400 • www.malcotools.com

ARADEY PH OF JULLY

Malco Products, SBC • 14080 State Hwy 55 NW • Annandale, Minnesota 55302-0400 • www.malcotools.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783   ©2020 019345 – Rev. 9/21 – 15697562

CONTACT US TODAY! 

Alyssa Radisewitz Domagala, Agent
(320) 274-5900
aradisew@amfam.com

(No purchase necessary. While supplies last.)

Call or email us for a homeowners  
insurance quote and receive a  
$10 gift card!

GET A QUOTE, GET A  
$10 SWEET ESCAPE GIFT 
CARD!

Miller’s Jewelry
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building. Jim and Amy Miller took own-
ership from Mark and Laurel Miller in 
2011, becoming the third generation of 
the family to off er fi ne jewelry and many 
services from the store. Mark’s father 
Lee owned the store before him.

Th e building itself has been continu-
ously operated as a jewelry store since 
1892. Th e iconic store brings in shoppers 
from a wide area. When visiting Annan-
dale, you will not want to miss this stop. 

You’ll fi nd a wide selection of dia-
mond engagement and wedding rings, 
and beautiful fashion styles. Miller’s is 
also known for its custom work. All work 
is done in-house, and the expert, friend-
ly staff  will assist you with any question 
you may have.
City Hall Square

From Miller’s Jewelry, cross the street 
and head east toward the post offi  ce, 
and continue toward “City Hall Square.” 
Th is is the location of the Annandale 
Farmers Market on Saturday morn-
ings throughout the summer growing 
season. 
In Hot Water

Th e former Cafe Jules is now In Hot 
Water, which was formerly located 
across the street. 

Th e historic building is the perfect 
spot to stop for a break. Th is traditional 
gathering spot has expanded its off er-
ings since moving into the new location. 
Stop in for coff ee, breakfast item, lunch 
and more. In Hot Water is owned by Me-
gan Champlin and Nikki Seaberg. 

While there, look around – the walls 
feature original works from several local 
artists. Th ey also feature local wares 
including honey, lotions, soaps, wild 
rice and more. In Hot Water has been an 
Annandale fi xture since 2000. 
Sylvia + Louisa

Across from In Hot Water, you will fi nd 
a cute boutique that supplies trendy, 
aff ordable women’s clothing and acces-
sories. 

Owners, Sarah Onstad 
and Missy Hardin opened 
the boutique in July of 
2020. Th e fun clothing and 
accessories will tempt your 
pocketbook!
Kat’s Lake Country 
Antiques

Add a short distance to 
your journey by heading 
west down Cedar Street 
to the former Annandale 
Co-op Creamery building, 
and you’ll be at Kat’s Lake 
Country Antiques, which 
opened in the winter of 
2022. 

You might say that antiques are in 
owner Kathleen Nystrom’s blood. Th e 
Annandale native along with a number 
of vendors are located on Maple Avenue 
at the former Vintage Style Market loca-
tion. Th ere you can step back in the past 
and browse countless antiques beauti-
fully displayed in a rustic setting. 
Vintage Patina

From Kat’s, go west a few short steps 
and you’re at  Vintage Patina. Owners 
Tiera Marsh and David Anderson re-
modeled the classic building, the former 
Petty Bros. Meat Market, keeping some 
of the original architecture with the old 
style block wall and windows.

Th is timeless treasures and local 
artisan creations shop features special-
ity antiques, collectibles and furniture, 
as well as unique, handmade goods 
produced by local artisans. It is well 
worth the trek west of Main Street to see 
the fun items of the past. You will not 
want to miss this stop to complete your 
journey.
More eats, drinks

Annandale’s downtown boasts three 
bars that all off er a variety of beverages 
and have their own kitchens: Billy D’s 
Crooked Tavern, the Stadium, and the 
Rendezvous Bar and Grill, which has 

expanded to include a retail store that 
off ers, beer, wine and other spirits.

Each has its own hometown fl avor and 
feel, and often features local musicians 
on the weekends. 

Th e Th ayer Hotel Dining also is an 
authentic, tasty stop you will want to 
visit. Whether you’re looking for casual 
dining, or a more intimate experience, 
this is unique stop.
Just off  Main

■ Homestyle Country Cafe – Situ-
ated on the south side of Highway 55 at 
the edge of Annandale’s downtown, the 
people at this friendly restaurant serve 
up tasty meals with a small town fl avor.

■ Lakeside Nutrition – Next to the 
Lake Region Cenex Gas Station on High-
way 55. Th ey off er nutritious shakes, teas 
and more in a variety of fl avors. Be sure 
to check them out the next time you’re 
in town.

■ Th ayer Hotel Dining – Th e historic 
Th ayer Hotel re-opened its doors in the 
spring of 2018. Longtime restauranteur 
Bob Krebsbach and members of his fam-
ily operate the busy facility that fronts 
Highway 55. Th e Th ayer dates to 1889, 
and it’s Annandale’s only structure that 
is on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

121 Main Street South • Kimball
320-398-5455 • www.landolakesoil.com

LAND O’LAKES OIL & PROPANE

• Propane • Diesel • Fuel • Kerosene • Motor Oil 
• Gasoline • Tank Truck • Transport • Tires

Family-owned and operated since 1929

Small town friendly service!
Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290PM

es are in d d t i l d t il t th t

Vintage Patina
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Explore

The essence of community, of 
friendship and of solidarity, 
can oft en be found around 

the table, in the act of sharing a 
meal and conversation.

Th at was the belief of a small 
group of community residents 
who in 2016 organized the annual 
Field to Feast event that brought 
more than 300 diners together at 
the close of the summer. Aft er a 
two-year absense, the event is now 
the Feast of Friends, a branch of 
ACT (Annandale Area Commu-
nity Team). much like the Clock-
tower Park, Summer Music in the 
Park and the Farmers Market. It 
was held two nights this past 
summer, with hundreds of people 
attending. Look for the feast again 
in the late summer of 2024.

Whether summer or winter, 
the connection between food and 
hospitality, and the same principal 

of food as a conduit to fellowship 
applies to any group of people who 
chooses to visit one of the area’s 
fi ne establishments to share a 
meal, beverages and time together. 
Th ere are plenty of other fundrais-
ing meals held throughout the fall 
and winter as well – from pancake 
breakfasts to the Christ Child 
Luncheon and more.

Th e Annandale area boasts a 
wide variety of restaurants to suit 
just about any taste. Th ere are 
places that specialize in breakfast 
and lunch. Th ere are lake estab-
lishments that include a great view 
with the meal. Th ere are numer-
ous places to enjoy a favorite style 
of burger, sandwich or pizza, and 
quality options for many other 
foods as well.

Enjoy your food, and build rela-
tionships in the process.

DINING

Montrose Store
125 Nelson Blvd.,

Montrose

Clear Lake Store
7890 Front St.,

Clear Lake

Annandale Store
700 Norway Dr.,

Annandale 

NEW HOURS:
• Mon.-Thurs.-9 am-10 pm; 

• Fri. & Sat.-8 am-10 pm
• Sun.-11am-6 pm

274-5034 • Main St., Annandale, Open Daily

Lu’s “Warm Up with a 
Hot Meal at Lu’s”

Visit us Downtown 
for Daily Breakfast 
& Lunch Specials

CAFE&CATERINGLu’s
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Foraging for food in the center of the state
By Kris Potter 

With winter  approaching, it 
seems that food becomes one 
of those things that warms our 

houses, gatherings and spirits. Windy, 
snowy, cold afternoons become perfect 
bread baking days, sparkling winter 
mornings ideal for coff ee and a sweet 
treat with friends and dark evenings a 
bowl of soup and slab of that homemade 
bread from earlier in the day make a 
simple fi lling meal.

For me, it’s easy to get wrapped up and 
stressed out about creating the perfect 
meal and doing all the work myself. But, 
after the last few years when gatherings 
had to be curtailed, being with friends 
and family is more important then ever 
to me. It dawned on me that I person-
ally could cook every food item for my 
guests, or…don’t tell … I could forage 
and gather food that brings some spar-
kle and fun to the table and is already 
prepared. So in no particular order, here 
are some fun Central Minnesota food 
items that are within a short drive.

Great Harvest Bakery in St. Cloud 
has three items I always stock up on if I 

am in town doing errands. Garlic herb 
butter, great on that bread you made, 
or melted over cooked vegetables…de-
lightful! Parmesan fennel bread sticks- a 
perfect pairing for that soup you made. 
Finally their cranberry wild rice bread 
results in a sandwich to remember.

St. Joseph has become a  destination 
for gathering specialty food fi nds. Flour 
and Flower for delicate and rich cookies 
or crispy pie crust sticks. Milk and Hon-
ey Ciders for non-alcoholic apple cider 

Pomme de Vie. Th is cider has a  delicate 
wine like fl avor and is a great option 
for those going alcohol free or reducing 
alcohol consumption for health reasons.

We were lucky enough to have Cold 
Spring Bakery prepare our wedding 
cake 40 years ago. It’s so fun to see the 
bakery still busy on a Saturday morning. 
We recently tried their 
frozen pizza rolls and will be going back 
for more to stash in our freezer for the 
next visit from our adult children, one 
of whom was the king of commercial-
ly made pizza rolls in his high school 
years.
Brats, more

For the brat lovers, I don’t really know 
where to start, but let’s begin at Pet-
ty Brothers Meats Inc ... choose your 
favorite brat. Keep driving to Clearwater 
to hit up McDonald’s Meats for your 
favorite there and if the weather is good 
swing way back to the St Joe meat mar-
ket for the best in their case. Head home, 
heat up the grill on a warm winter day 
and have a cook off  to compare!

Stop in today to satisfy that craving
with a sip, nibble or treat.

Sunday: Closed

5pm
Noon

20

H
Welcome

Country
Cafe

omestyle

New 
Extended

Hours!

Call ahead to order your chicken for any sized party!
Full Menu

Available for
Dine In or Take Out

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

Hours:
Sun. 7 am-1 pm

Mon.-Wed. 7 am-3 pm
Thurs. & Fri. 7 am-8 pm

Sat. 7 am-3 pm

95 Elm St. East •
Hwy. 55, Annandale

274-1404

Monday
1/2 Commercial & Garden Salad

Tuesday
Unlimited Spaghetti

Wednesday
Broasted Chicken Buffet
Thursday & Friday

Pork Chops
Pick 2:

$6.95 - Soup & Garden Salad
Or Slice of Pie

Weekly Specialties
Check Facebook for our weekly soup, 

salad, sandwich, burger, or dessert!

Broasted Chicken – Our Specialty
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Foraging
see page 26
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800 Parker Ave. W, (Hwy. 12) Dassel, MN 
320-275-4435

Open: 9am-10pm M-Sat; 11am-6pm Sun.
Please be responsible - 
don’t drink and drive

Mondays
10% OFF ALL Beer

Tuesdays
Senior Citizen Day 10% OFF

Wednesdays
10% OFF ALL Wines

(320) 274-5400
10480 State Highway 24 NW, Annandale

ARRIVE BY 7 PM THURSDAYS &
RECEIVE A FREE TICKET TO WIN A PRIZE!

• Cash Prizes • Gift Cards
• Apparel • Food • And More

PRIZE DRAWING IS AT 7:30 PM!

HOURS* • Wed-Thurs. 4-9 p.m. • Fri. 4-10 p.m. 
Sat.11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sundays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

WATCH SPORTS
ON OUR

STUNNING  
110" TV SCREEN

NOW SERVING
BREAKFAST ON

SUNDAYS!

Follow us on Facebook
for daily specials!

* Hours may vary

Closer to home, Fairhaven Farm stocks their wide variety 
of jams that are great on toast, or if warmed gently can make 
a great sauce for meat or veggies. Just inside the door, their 
frozen pies and apple crisps are an excellent standby to have 
at home for surprise visits by friends.

For local honey, head downtown to Vintage Patina or In Hot 
Water coff ee shop to stock up! Olson Century Farm also sup-
plies the shops with a unique barbecue sauce and  delectable 
local maple syrup too. It’s truly more delicious  to cook with 
items grown and harvested locally.

For a light and fun cookie with coff ee or tea, Robin Hoeft 
creates macarons and can be reached via her website www.
mycustombakes.com for orders or follow her fun instagram at 
@_Midwest_Macarons.

So gather, call your friends, neighbors and family and have 
them over for a meal, coff ee, or just dessert. Th e house doesn’t 
have to be perfectly clean, as my long time cleaning lady 
always said before our yearly Christmas party ,” Th ey’re just 
going to mess up the house anyway!” Th ere is something very 
special about gathering around a table at home where guests 
are served, conversations heard and the gift of food is shared.

Call ahead to these establishments for hours and availabili-
ty of each item:

■  Great Harvest Bread St. Cloud 320-259-4622
■  Flour and Flower St. Joseph, 320-557-0170
■  Milk and Honey Ciders, 320-271-3111
■  Petty Brothers Meats, 320-274-5615

■  McDonald’s Meats, 320-743-2311
■  St. Joseph Meat Market Inc., 320-363-4913
■  Fairhaven Farm, 320-236-7685
■  Vintage Patina, 320-261-5267
■  It Hot Water coff ee shop, 320-274-6828

Kris Potter and her husband Mike have had a cabin on Lake 
Sylvia for many years. Th ey rebuilt it recently and have made it 
their home. 

■■ McDon lald’d’s Meats 320 743 2311

▲

Foraging 
From page 25
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Stop in today and join us for a bite or 
start an order for pick up, online at:
www.annandalecarecenter.org/bistro

700 Park Street E., Annandale
Located on the Annandale Health & Community Services’ Campus

Open 7 am-3 pm daily.  We accept credit cards only.

Stop in today and join us for a bite or

Bistro
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH!BREAKFAST & LUNCH!

Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date information!

31 Main St., Kimball 

320-398-5485

Homemade assorted:

• Brats 

• Sticks 

• Jerky!

AND

All the fish you 

couldn’t catch!

www.knaussausagehouse.com

Kegs Available!

www.ci.maple-lake.mn.us/winespirits
320-963-3715901 State Highway 55 E, Maple Lake (Next to Cenex)

Mon.-Thurs. 9am-9pm; Fri.-Sat. 9am-10pm; Sun. 11am-4pm

WE ARE HERE FOR YOUR PARTY NEEDS!

Senior Citizen Monday’s 
10% off total purchase (60+ years of age.)

Join Our Wine Club Today!

Join Our

Lucky
Irish

Rewards Program

LARGE VARIETY OF WINE & CRAFT BEER SELECTIONS!
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FOR THE WEEKEND • FOR THE SEASON • FOR A LIFETIME
The Heart of the Lakes Welcomes You

The Annandale Area Offers:
• Excellent School System

• Vibrant Business Community

• Residential and Commercial 

Development Opportunities

• 26 Area Lakes in 10 mile radius

• Historic Minnesota Pioneer Park

• Historic 4th of July Celebration

WinterEvents
Small Business Saturday
Saturday, Nov. 25
Tree Lighting at Clock Tower 
Park

Main Street Holiday
Saturday, Dec. 9

Canadian Paci  c
Holiday Train
Wednesday, Dec. 13

New Year’s Eve Ball Drop
Sunday, Dec. 31

School Performances & 
Activities
Visit www.isd876.org for details 
and see the calendar in this 
Guide

Many Other Activities

Annandale Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 417, Annandale, MN 55302

info@annandalechamber.org
www.annandalechamber.org

@AnnandaleAreaChamberofCommerce

City of Annandale
30 Cedar St. E, Annandale, MN 55302

320-274-3055
www.annandale.mn.us
@CityofAnnandaleMN
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CALL TO SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION
Office (320) 558-4445

jklandscape.com - Jerry@jklandscape.com
19512 Hubble Road, Clearwater, MN 55320

LAKESHORE SERVICES
* BARGE SERVICES
* BEACH SAND DELIVERY
* BOATHOUSE CONSTRUCTION
* DECKS / PERGOLAS / PAVILIONS / GAZEBOS
* ICE RIDGE DAMAGE
* LAKESHORE WINTER PROJECTS
* SHORELINE RESTORATION
* STEEP SLOPE PROJECTS

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
* IRRIGATION
* LANDSCAPE DESIGN
* LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
* PAVER PATIOS / WALKWAYS / DRIVEWAYS
* OUTDOOR LIVING
* RETAINING WALLS
* TREES / SHRUBS / PERENNIALS

NOW OFFERING FINANCING!NOW OFFERING FINANCING!NOW OFFERING FINANCING!



30 ❆ Heart of the Lakes Winter Guide

Breathtaking beauty is 
a year-round benefi t of 
living in the Heart of the 

Lakes. Th e warm green and blue 
hues of summer shift and in-
tensify with the entrance of au-
tumn, then fade as the browns 
and grays of November settle in. 
Th at austere landscape, often 
punctuated by spectacular 
sunrises and sunsets during 
the “month of clouds,” has an 
appeal of its own, but its time 
is limited before the arrival 
of winter with its heavy white 
blanket and long, dark nights.

Life on the lakes changes with 
the seasons, but there is no need 
to mourn the passage of warm 
waters and sunlit ripples. 

Th e frozen surface become 
accessible to new events and 
activities that are available to 
everyone, not just those with 
watercraft or lakeshore prop-
erty.

Fishing remains popular 
during the winter months, 
with vehicles and ice shanties 
creating new roads and villages. 
Th e off shore landscape includes 
wide open spaces that can be 
explored by snowmobiling or 
cross country skiing. If fi rm 

ice is established before snow 
arrives, the lake becomes an 
unparalleled skating surface.

Th ere is a haunting mystery in 
the star-fi lled skies viewed far 
from the city lights on a frozen 
lake at night. Th ere is an aching 
silence in the breeze, which 
bears none of the busy noises 
of a summer evening. Th ere are 
no croaking frogs or buzzing 
insects, no bedtime bird songs, 
only the soft sigh of loose snow 
sliding across the hardened 
crust that caps earlier snowfalls, 
and the occasional groan or 
crack of shifting ice.

Time spent outdoors in the 
winter, appreciating a new 
world that cannot be duplicated 
at any other time of year, quick-
ens the senses to small glimpses 
of life and movement: the ripple 
of water in a partially frozen 
stream, the sight of a cardinal 
or blue jay against the drab 
backdrop of skeletal trees, or the 
shadow of a deer slipping into a 
thicket.

Life is diff erent in the Heart of 
the Lakes when summer fades, 
but it is no less beautiful. Go 
forth and explore.

LAKE LIFE
Explore

Lakeshore Restoration • Outdoor Living Spaces • Drainage Solutions 

Hauling & Bobcat Work • Final Grading • Driveways • Excavating

Stump Grinding • Firewood • Tree removal and Trimming • Lot Clearing

www.SticksAndStonesMN.com
Office: 320-274-6853   I  quote@sticksandstonesmn.com

 StickS & StoneS                                                      SSSS   SttiStitiStiitiStiiSti   kSicckicicckicckickickickSkSSSSkkckkSkSick   &&&SSS &S &&&SS  &&& SS&  SttoStotoSto  ononneneneone  SSSSeeSeS  SSSSS   tiStStSSS iiitiStiititititiStiSti   iciicckicicickckic Sic SSckckSkkckkkSkSkSSick   SSSS &S &&
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SeeeeSeSeSeeS      

www.ammaus.net

A.M. MAUS & SONA.M. MAUS & SON
320.398.3210  • 800.510.2732  • 320.398.3212 fax

PO Box 130 • 21 Maus Drive • Kimball, MN 55353

SMALL Town - BIG Value, Since 1928
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World Class Products, Exceptional Service
We carry top quality: 

Docks ■ Boat Lifts ■ Accessories ■ Kayaks

Annandale & Richmond • 320-274-6500
W W W . A N C H O R - D O C K . C O M
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Story

Explore
SPORTS & REC

Ask just about anyone, and 
you’ll hear that hunting 
and fi shing are favorite 

pastimes around the Annandale 
region. With 26 lakes in a 10-
mile radius of the city, fi shing 
opportunities are limited only 
by an angler’s endurance. 

Woodlands, wetlands and 
plenty of open space also make 
hunting a profi table endeavor in 
the area.

Athletic opportunities 
abound as well, with unique 
features like Powder Ridge just 
a few miles up the road, in Kim-
ball, a hockey rink and plenty of 
gym space in town, and much 
more.

Cross country skiing, snow-
shoeing, skating and other 
opportunities are off ered at 
some of the area’s parks. Lake 
Maria State Park in Silver Creek 
Township is one of the area’s 
true gems, with many miles of 
trails that have made the park a 
popular winter destination. 

Robert Ney Memorial Park 
Reserve near Maple Lake is 
one of the fi nest cross country 
skiing areas in the county, and 
equipment rentals are available 
during certain hours. Th e park 

is also a wonderful place to take 
in the fall colors with a hike.

Th e same can be said for 
Stanley Eddy Memorial Park 
Reserve in French Lake Town-
ship, which off ers a more 
rugged landscape to challenge 
skiers and hikers alike. Explore 
the trails far enough, and you’ll 
soon fi nd yourself at the high-
est point of elevation in Wright 
County.

Snowmobiling is a popular 
winter pastime as well. Th e 
Wright County Snowmobile 
Association is the main orga-
nizing body for snowmobilers in 
the region, but the Annandale 
area has a few clubs of its own, 
including the Snow Haven Drift 
Demons and the Annandale 
Snowmobile Club. Th e Drift 
Demons now maintain over 60 
miles of trails in the area, and 
also install signs so that those 
passing through who aren’t 
familiar with the area can fi nd 
food and gas.

Regardless of one’s interests, 
the Heart of the Lakes off ers 

numerous opportunities to 
stay active over the fall and 
winter months.
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Build Confi dence
Elevate Fitness

Boost Self Esteem
Sharpen Focus

Increase Strength
Improve Stamina

Mighty Dragons
Classes Also
Available for 
Kids Ages 3+

Now Enrolling • DojoKarate.com
Buff alo | Elk River | Maple Grove | Medina 

 Minnetonka | Monticello  Rogers | Waconia

4 CLASSES FOR $29
Call to schedule a class - day and time

 in advance

New Location 
In Eden Prairie - 

June 2024!

A tale of two basins
By Jerry Carlson

It was an invitation from a couple of fellow anglers that 
brought me to this small, central Minnesota lake. It was 
a body of water I had never fi shed before and lacked a 

public access. Because of this, I was told it received very little 
fi shing pressure in the winter months.

After we rendezvoused at a family residence on the lake, 
we discussed the crappie fi shing options that were available 
to us. According to the map, there were two deep basins in 
the lake that bottomed out around 30 feet. My hosts sug-
gested we try the smaller of the two basins because they had 
caught crappies there in the past.

Th e wheeler ride down the steep embankment was inter-
esting, to say the least. If we received any more snow, the 
pathway to the lake would become impassable. Once on the 
ice we began the process of searching for fi sh. 

Being able to work as a team to locate fi sh is always a nice 
option. With a couple of people drilling holes and the third 
checking the depth and looking for suspended fi sh with a 
Vexilar, it is possible to cover considerable water in a hurry. 

I am a big fan of targeting deep basins for crappies in the 
winter months. Unless the water is gin clear, crappies will 
head to deep water to spend the winter. Th e depth off ers 
some security to the fi sh as well as supplying them with an 
ample number of invertebrates for food.

I rarely fi nd the fi sh suspended over the deepest part of the 
basin. Typically, they will be located on the slope where the 
depth is just a little shallower. Th is is exactly where we found 
the fi rst group of fi sh.

After catching a number of crappies, we realized these fi sh 
were all small. Six-inch crappies bode well for future years 
of fi shing but really weren’t what we were interested in. We 
opted to move to the second basin.

According to the map, there was a distinct fi nger of deep 
water that protruded out from the basin. Since fi sh seem to 
be attracted to something in their environment that is a little 
diff erent, we decided to give this oddity in the structure a 
try. It was a good decision!

It took very little time for us to locate suspended fi sh. 
Although the crappies were not monster fi sh, they ranged 
in size from ten-to-eleven-inches. Th at is perfect for fi sh I 
like to eat. A drop kick jig tipped with plastic brought lots of 
action. 

Finding fi sh in the winter months is always a challenge for 
anglers. For this reason, I keep targeting deep basins when 
searching out crappies. Th e trick can be fi nding the part of 
the basin the fi sh are using. Once I do locate fi sh, I mark the 
spot on my GPS as crappies will typically use the same gen-
eral area each winter. 

As for the small lake we targeted on this outing, I found 
it interesting that one of the basins held small crappies and 
the other had bigger fi sh. Although they appeared to be very 
similar to us, the fi sh thought diff erently. 

Our success for the day was defi nitely due to the fact we 
did not give up and continued searching for fi sh. As it turned 
out, this fi shing trip was truly a tale of two basins. 

Jerry Carlson, St. Augusta, has fi shed the Annan-
dale-South Haven area lakes for many years.



34 ❆ Heart of the Lakes Winter Guide
www.thebodytrainingshed.com

(320)-260-2081
725 Norway Dr E, Suite 103, Annandale

(320)-260-2081
48 Linden Ave. W., Kimball

It’s never too late to make yourself proud
6 week shreddrs

Lost 22.8 lbs. to
gether Lost 31 lbs. together Lost 37 lbs.

 together

I’m not here to be average,
    

I’m here to be awesome!
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An active chamber
Th e Annandale Area Cham-

ber of Commerce is a 100-plus 
member organization which 
actively promotes the Annan-
dale area. Th e chamber holds 
monthly luncheon meetings 
(usually the second Wednes-
day) and other social events 
throughout the year. Members 
are notifi ed in advance of 
the events. Look for monthly 
updates in the Annandale 
Advocate.

For more information, visit 
the website, the chamber’s 
Facebook page, write Annandale Area Chamber of Com-
merce, PO Box 417, Annandale, MN 55302, or contact one of 
the offi  cers listed below. Th e website is 

www.annandalechamber.org.
2023-24 offi  cers

President  Jeremy Wheeler
Treasurer  Aleah Edwards
Secretary Stacy Rasset
Other members of the chamber’s board of directors are 

David Burd, Mike Zieska, Kelly Hinnenkamp, Mona Volden 
and Christy McKinlay.

Amanda Amundson handles the chamber’s communica-
tions.

Events and projects ...
■ Annandale Expo

■ Annandale  All-City 
Garage Sale

■ Chili Cook-off 

■ Annandale Fourth of 
July Gala featuring the 
candidates for the Miss 
Annandale coronation

■ Annandale’s historic 
Fourth of July Celebra-
tion, featuring a large 
parade, the Annan-
dale Queen Corona-
tion and fi reworks in 
the evening at the municipal park, and much more 

■ Annual Golf Tournament

■ Trick-or-Treat at Chamber businesses

■ Regular meetings and social events

■ Shop local campaign

■ New business welcoming

■ Downtown Committee

“Don’t go to
the lake
without

us!”

A-1 MARINE INC.
320-274-8227

Highway 55 West, Annandale, MN 55302
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CHURCHES
Explore

OUR SAVIOUR’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

14550 County Rd. 37 NW, French Lake

Sunday Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 10:30 a.m.

https://oursavioursfrenchlake.org

Annandale United 
Methodist Church
320-274-5127  • 250 Oak Ave. N
Rev. Mark Schlasner, Pastor

www.annandaleumc.org
Sunday Worship, 8:30 am

Fellowship, 9:30 am
Like us on Facebook

Zion United
Methodist Church

450 Fairhaven Ave, South Haven
320-249-6756

Worship 11 a.m.

Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Lori Artner

35 Birch Street E,
Annandale, MN 55302

320-274-8828
www.stignatiusmn.com

Pastor: Fr. John Meyer
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 ST. JOHN’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

331 Harrison St. West, Annandale, MN
(320) 274-8827

info@stjohns-annandale.org

PASTOR ALEX BECKER
PASTOR TODD NELSEN

For more information 
go online to:

www.stjohns-annandale.org

with open arms to all, together we live and share the love of Jesus

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:15 am - Traditional

9:30 am - Education Hour
10:30 am - Contemporary

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
6 pm - Messy Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(LCMS)
360 East Chestnut St., Annandale

320-274-5226
Rev. Tyler LaGrave, Pastor
www.zionannandale.org

SUNDAY Worship, 9 am

Sunday School & Bible Study, 10:15 am
Like us on Facebook
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Proudly Serving
Annandale
Since 2019 
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The City of Annandale

Working for You!
• Annandale offers many amenities and a low tax rate
• Close to the Twin Cities Metro Area and St. Cloud
• Excellent School System  • Parks & Recreation

Put your business in the
Heart of the Lakes and 

watch it grow!
We are expanding our growing 

Business Park to serve you!
CONTACT US TODAY!

If you’re considering expanding or relocating your business, 
consider Annandale. We’re just 45 minutes from the Metro area
and 25 minutes from St. Cloud. Our Annandale Business Park
is ready to accommodate your business or industry.

We offer: • Low Tax Rate • Large, Qualified Labor Force 
• Easy Highway Access

30 Cedar Street East, Annandale, MN 55302   Phone: 320 274-3055
Email: city@annandale.mn.us • www.annandale.mn.us
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Building 

Relationships

Since 1984

Bruce Prevost Construction, Inc.
Design • Build • Remodel

Bruce@bruceprevostconstruction.com
     See our online photo gallery at:
www.bruceprevostconstruction.com

and on Facebook!

320-333-9820

MN Lic. BC003541

New construction or remodeling, contact us 
and we’ll guide you through the entire process

yourDream
your home



OFFICE PHONE
Annandale 320-274-8216 

Clearwater 320-558-2271 

Maple Lake 320-963-3163

EMAIL

service@lakecentral.bank

Bank On The Go.
Get Our App Today!

BANK
BANKING • INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS

www.lakecentral.bank


